Chap. XVII.                          THE BEGINNINGS.                                    167

too; feels it no hardship, but a comfort; connts it as a still
resting-place, from much, sick fret and fever and stupidity,
which in the night-watches often made his strong heart
sigh. Your most sweet voices, making one enormous
goose-voice, 0 Bobus and Company, how can they be a
guidance for any Son of Adam? In silence of you and the
like of you, the ' small still voices' will speak to him better;
in which does lie guidance.

My friend, all speech and rumour is short-lived, foolish,
untrue. Genuine WORE: alone, what thou workest faith-
fully, that is eternal, as the Almighty Founder and World-
Builder himself. Stand thou by that; and let * Fame' and
the rest of it go prating.

4 Heard are the Voices,

Heard are the Sages,

The Worlds and the Ages :
" Choose well; your choice is

Brief and yet endless.

Here eyes do regard you,
In Eternity's stillness;
Here is all fulness,
Ye brave, to reward you;
"Work, and despair not."'

Goethe*